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century would be most read and valued for many centuries, and would in some 
measure enable posterity to have with them that presence which I desire for 
them." " We have," continued he, " one distinguished autobiography in this 
country. I believe it is not surpassed by any in the w orld. It is that of Benja- 
min Franklin. It is a simple story. It tells the experience of an excellent and 
a great man. But it is not connected with any great leading idea, and cannot 
serve as a foundation-stone for an historical movement. That for which I ask, 
if it will be given, will be the greatest contribution which literature has made to 
the cause of liberty." Garrison did not write his biography ; but the work of his 
sons, which is before us, is, in the material, the same thing, and is perhaps com- 
pleter and more to be trusted. It consists in great part of passages from Garri- 
son's own speeches, from newspaper articles, and letters, and of contemporary 
notices, from print and manuscript, by his friends and enemies ; it is therefore 
free from the mistakes of memory, which cling almost inevitably to an autobiog- 
raphy. The diligence, thoroughness, impartiality, and literary skill of the 
editors are admirable. The work does not simply portray with conscientious 
fidelity the life of one of the most distinguished men of the nineteenth century ; 
it is at the same time a trustworthy, condensed history of the great anti-slavery 
movement, whose founder and moral leader Garrison was. No one, therefore, 
who would study the history of America or of moral reforms should fail to read 
these volumes. And they are at the same time highly interesting ; they read not 
unlike an exciting romance. 

G. v. G. 

Wheelbarrow: Articles and Discussions on the Labor Question. 

Chicago : Open Court Publishing Co., 1890. Pp. 303. 

Readers of the Chicago Radical Review (now defunct) will remember with 
what interest and keen curiosity they followed a course of articles which ap- 
peared in its pages, a few years ago, over the signature " Wheelbarrow." These 
articles and others by the same hand have since appeared in The Open Court, 
and are now gathered into handsome book-form, prefaced by an all too brief auto- 
biography. The author's name is not given, but, we believe, is well understood 
to be General M. M. Trumbull. The articles are upon various phases of the 
"4abor question," and are written in a style that might well be envied by many 
men who have had all the advantages of university training. There is a clear- 
ness of statement, a lightness of touch, a picturesqueness, a play of humor, a 
sense of form and proportion that lift many of them to the level of " literature," 
— a position, it is needless to say, which ordinary economical writing does not 
attain. Yet the writer was a poor English boy, at the age of thirteen worked at 
the rate of a dollar and a quarter a week for thirteen hours a day, became a 
Chartist, and after emigrating to this country (in an emigrant ship where sixty- 
two out of the four hundred passengers died en route, such were the pestilential 
conditions of the vessel) took his first job as a roustabout in unloading a schooner, 
and soon was working with wheelbarrow, pickaxe, and shovel on a railroad. 
Later, indeed, owing to the freedom of opportunities in this country, he became 
a lawyer, member of a State Legislature, and brigadier-general on the Union side 
in the Civil War. The writer of this notice knows the influence which General 
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Trumbull has had upon the working-people of Chicago, as an eloquent and per- 
suasive speaker no less than as a contributor to periodicals. He was one of the 
few (from the "respectable" class) who stood out against the public clamor for 
the heads of the Anarchists ; yet he was no friend of anarchism, had converted 
earlier leaders in that agitation from the error of their ways, and agrees neither 
with Socialists nor with Henry George, nor, so far as can be made out, with any 
single school of reformers. In the midst of feverish agitations he has kept his 
head cool and held to a course of his own ; sheer mental vigor and unquestioned 
integrity have served to keep for him the respect and affection of all kinds of 
working-people. His economical stand-point would be regarded by many as 
rather old-fashioned, following, as he does, mainly in the lines of the orthodox 
English school and preaching somewhat sternly self-help against paternalism. 
At any rate, the manHness and moral elevation of these writings commend them 
to all striving to find a way amid the tangled social mazes of our day ; whether 
as a result they follow his way or not, they cannot fail to derive inspiration for 
courageously following their own. W. M. S. 
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